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EDITORIAL

With the establishment of the new format and
issue dates of the Phycologist we are now into a
pattern of production which sees the autumn
issue containing the programme for the winter
meeting and the spring issue containing the
abstracts from that issue. This gives a solid
backbone to the years production of the
Phycologist and leaves the summer issue which,
important as it is in containing the call for
papers for the Winter meeting is also important
as it will become the main issue for
contributions. These we always encourage and,

Now for some changes. Due to a new job Philip
Wright has had to resign as an associate editor
of the Phycologist. His place will be taken by
Andrew Johnston of the University of Dundee.
May I take this opportunity to thank Philip for
all his help - the idea and appointment of
associate editors has proved very useful in the
production of the Phycologist and Philip has
been most active in his role. May I also
welcome Andy Johnston - does he really know
what he is letting himself in for?

I think make an important contribution to the Robert Edyvean.
British Phycological scene. I hope you will all

support this area and note the deadlines for such

contributions.

COPY DEADLINES:
JANUARY 31
MAY 31
SEPTEMBER 30

REVIEWERS STILL REQUIRED

Reviewers are required for the books that
continue to come in to the editor. It is important
that books received are reviewed at the earliest
possible opportunity and we are getting towards
a rapid turn round. However, to be sure of this
we still need more reviewers "on our files".
Potential reviewers should write to the Editor.

Reviewers should realise that their reviews must
be received by the next deadline after receipt of
the book, they should be between 500 and 1000
words and preferably sent to the editor on
computer disk (see back cover for details). In
return the reviewer gets to keep the book!




CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PHYCOLOGIST

Elsie Conway - an appreciation

A.D.Boney, The University of Glasgow.

ELSIE CONWAY B.Sc., Ph.D. (Liverpool)

Elsie Conway (nee Phillips) was born 15 March
1902 and died July 1992. She was the elder of
two daughters of William and Margaret Phillips
of Aldford in Cheshire. After private early
education she entered the Queen's School,
Chester in 1912, leaving in 1919 to become a
student at the University of Liverpool. She
graduated B.Sc. Ordinary (Class 1) in 1922, and
B.Sc. Honours in Botany (Class 1) in 1923.
During her undergraduate career she was taught
by Dr Margery Knight, whose influence in
phycology in Britain was profound over the
years through a number of her postgraduates
who came to occupy university and research
posts. Elsie, however, was awarded her Ph.D in
1925 for a thesis on floral morphology under
the supervision of Professor J. McLean
Thompson. In the same year she was appointed
Lecturer in Botany at the University of Durham.
leaving on her marriage to G.S. Conway in
1928. The marriage was dissolved in 1948.

She returned to academic life in 1938 as a part-
time Demonstrator in the Department of Botany
in the University of Glasgow under Professor
John Walton. She remained at Glasgow until
her retirement in 1969, and was successively
Temporary Lecturer (1940), Lecturer (1945)
and Senior Lecturer (1965). She was Warden
of the Queen Margaret Hall of Residence from
1944-1968. Having been trained as a general
botanist before specialisation she was involved
in the departmental teaching at all levels, and
will be especially remembered for her lectures
on Systematic Phycology in the Final Honours
year.

In the 19402 she became involved in two
Departmental research projects associated with
the war effort. Research on the Bracken

(Pteridium aquilinum) problem was part of a
larger programme on its control and
eradication. Between 1943 and 1961 she
published 17 papers, as sole author and co-
author, on spore production, sporeling
development and prothallus formation, early
sporophyte development, and on the effects of
herbicides on these juvenile stages and on the
mature sporophyte. In the 1940s she joined
Professor L. Newton of the University College
of Wales, Aberystwyth, and Drs S. Marshall and
AP. Orr of the Scottish Marine biological
Association Laboratory at Millport on the Isle
of Cumbrae in the Firth of Clyde in a survey of
the potential of Mastocarpus stellatus and
Chondrus crispus as providers of agar-like
compounds against supplies of this material
becoming restricted due to sources in the Far
East being in enemy hands. As a result she
published her first paper on algae in 1942 with
an account of the Clyde seaweeds of economic
importance. With the need to concentrate on
the Pteridium research it was not until the
1950s that she could again turn her attention to
the algae, with papers in 1954 on intertidal
zonation on shores exposed to severe wave
action. Her interest in the genus Porphyra grew
from these ecological studies, and from 1962 on
the principal theme of her research was on this
genus, with systematic and autoecological
studies on the British species. Retirement in
1969 brought the opportunity to study the
genus overseas. A visiting professorship at the
University of British Columbia in 1969-70 and a
Research Associateship there in 1972-74
enabled her to study the numerous species in
parts of the N.E. Pacific region. A Professorial
Fellowship at the University of Atogo in New
Zealand in 1970-72 allowed work on the marine




algae of some southern shores. The researches
in British Columbia resulted in papers in
collaboration with Dr K.M. Cole on conchocelis
ultrastructure and on the tazonomic implication
of some Porphyra and Bangia perennating
phases. An important paper on the taxonomy of
the Porphyra species of British Columbia and
Washington State was published with Drs R.F.
Scagel and T.F. Mumford. She thoroughly
enjoyed all stages of her research work. I will
always remember a remark she made to me in
1977 (in her 75th year) during the International
Seaweed Symposium held at the Santa Barbara
Campus of the University of California, namely,
'How I wish I was starting once again!'

In September 1951 Elsie was one of 28
'interested people' who met at the University
College of North Wales Bangor to examine the
possibility of setting up a society for the
promotion of the study of the algae. She then
became a member of a steering committee of
nine whose brief was to explore further the
feasibility of such a venture, and as a result in
inaugural meeting of the British Phycological
Society was held in Edinburgh in July 1952,
followed in January 1953 by a meeting at Queen
Mary College London with the formal elections
of officers and adoption of a constitution. Elsie
was elected a member of the first Council 1953-
55, and from 1955-65 she was Editor of the
British Phycological Bulletin. Whilst Volume 1
was a cyclostyled publication which appeared at
irregular intervals, Volume 2 was a printed and
bound series. The present day European
Journal of Phycology is a lineal descendant of
three pioneer bulletins, via the British
Phycological Journal. Elsie was President of
the Society 1965-67, and her Presidential
Address was on aspects of algal ecology. From
the outset she was a regular attender at the
annual Winter Meetings and frequently
contributed a paper. She was similarly involved
with International Seaweed Symposia and
International Botanical congresses at centres in
Britain and overseas. She was President of the
Andersionian Naturalists of Glasgow 1967-69,
and Vice-President of the Botanical Society of
Edinburgh over the same period. She was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh 1967.

Whilst thoroughly enjoying her travels after her
retirement, she set up her home base with her
younger sister Gladys in Chester. Here she
gave lectures on occasions to local natural
history societies. Ill health in recent years
prevented her travelling far from home, but she
retained her interests in phycology and natural
history. With her death another link is severed
from the founding members of this Society
whose dedicated service in the early years
ensured later success, and to whom all present
day members are indebted.

Her family was always a source of great pride
and joy. Her eldest son Johns is Professor of
Modern History at the University of British
Columbia; Robert is Senior Lecturer in Radio-
Astronomy at the University of Manchester;
Martin is President of the Selly Oak Colleges,
Birmingham. There are 10 grandchildren and S
great-grandchildren.

PRINCIPAL PHYCOLOGICAL
PUBLICATIONS OF ELSIE CONWAY

1942  Clyde seaweeds and their economic
uses, Proc. Roy. Phil. soc., Glasgow
67: 53064

1954  (with EM. Burrows, SM. Lodge &
H.T. Powell) The raising of intertidal

algal zones on Fair Isle, J. Ecol. 42:
283-88

1954  Modifications and raising of intertidal
algal zones on exposed rocky coasts of
the British Isles, with special reference
to zonation of Fucaceae, Repts. &
Comm., VIII Internat. Bot. Congress,
Paris, Section 17, 133.4

1954  (With H.T. Powell) The herbarium of
British Algae in the Botanical
Department of the University of

Glasgow, J. Glasgow & Andersonian
nat. His. Soc. 27: 125

1960  Occurrence of Falkenbergia
rufolanosa on the west coast of
Scotland, Nature, Lond. 186: 566-7

1962 (with D.A. Rees) Water soluble
polysaccharides of Porphyra species: a




1962

1963

1963

1964

1964

1966

1966

1967

1967

1969

1969

note on the classification of P.
naiadum, Nature, Lond. 195: 398-9

(with D.A. Rees) The structure and
biosynthesis  of  Porphyran: a
comparison of some samples. Biochem
J. 84:411-16

Contributions to our knowledge of the
life history of Porphya species, Proc.
IVth Internat. Seaweed Symp. 1961:
66-70

(with H.T. Powell) The marine algal
collection of Dr and Mrs David
Robertson, Br. Phycol, Bull. 2: 267

Autoecological studies on the genus
Porphyra I. The species found in
Britain, Br. Phycol. Bull. 2: 339-41

Autoecological studies on the genus
Porphyra II. Porphyra unbilicalis, Br.
Phycol. Bull. 2 342-46

(with F.W. Knaggs) Contributions to

our knowledge of the genus
Rhodochorton 1.  Rhodochorton
purpureum__Some __Contemporary

Studies in marine Science (H. Barnes,
Ed.): 195-203

Juvenile stages in the genus Porphyra,
Proc. VI Internat. Seaweed Symps.,
Halifax: 101-105

Aspects of algal ecology (Presidential
Address), Br. Phycol. Bull. 3: 161-73

(with T.A. Norton & H.A. McAllister)
A preliminary list of sublittoral marine
algae from the west of Scotland, Br.
Phycol. Bull. 3: 175-184

(with T.A. Norton & H.A. McAllister)
The marine algae of the Herbridean
island of Colonsay, Br. Phycol. Bull. 4:
125-136

(with B.A. Knights & A.C. Brown)
Hydrocarbon  content and  its

- 1970

1973

1973

1973

1974

1974

1974

1975

1976

relationship to physiological state in
the green alga Botryococcus braunii,
Phyochem. 8: 144-7

(with V.L. Bourne & K.M. Cole) On
the ultrastructure of pit connections in
the conchocelis phase of the red alga
Porphyra perforata, Phycologia 9: 79-
81

Porphyra in the Pacific, Br. Phycol.
Bull. 8: 207

(with K.M. Cole) Observations on an
unusual form of reproduction in
Porphyra, Phycologia 12: 213-225

Observations on Scottish and other
shores. Presidential Address to the
Andersonian Naturalists of Glasgow,
The Glasgow Naturalist 19: 106

(with N.M. Adams & R E. Norris) the
marine algae of Stewart Island, New
Zealand: a list of species, Records of

the Dominion Museaum, Wellington,
New Zealand 8: 1985-145

An examination of the original
specimens of Porphyra perforata J.
Ag., Phycologia 13: 173-77

(with R.E. Norris) Fucus spiralis L. in
the northeast Pacific, Syesis 7: 79-81

(with K.M. Cole) Phenetic implicaitons
of structural features of the
perennating phase in the life history of
Porphyra and Bangia (Bangiophyceae,
Rhodophyta), Phycologia 14: 239-245

(with R.F. Scagel & T.F. Mumford)
The genus Porphyra in British
Columbia and Washington, Syesis 8:
175-225




Scientific Meetings Fund

Some years ago, the British Phycological
Society raised a trust fund - the Scientific
Meetings Fund - to assist students to attend its
meeting. Awards are normally made only when
other support is unavailable. The maximum
award payable is the cost of the lowest possible
return fare from the place of residence to the
place of the meeting at the cost of subsistence in
a Hall of Residence or other accommodation as
arranged by the Society. Normally it is only
possible to award part of this total cost.
Although awards are not confined to students
who are members of the Society, applications
from student members will receive priority over
applications from other students, and students
who are presenting papers or posters at the
meeting will also receive priority. Group of
students who travel together in order to reduce
travel costs are encouraged to make joint
applications.

Applications for awards to attend the Liverpool
meeting should be made to the Hon.Sec. before
10th December 1993, and should include:

1. Name and address;
2. Institution,

3. Status as student (degree for which
registered, year of study);

4. Subject of study;

5. Details of other support obtained, or applied
for;

6. Brief supporting statement by
supervisor/tutor/heat of department;

7. Estimated cost of fares and subsistence.

All applications will be considered by Council
during the course of the meeting, and any
awards will be available immediately.

Manton Prize (see below

A prize will be awarded for the best student
paper presented during the Winter Meeting.
Any students wishing to enter should indicate
this beside their abstract. This will allow papers
to be grouped in the same session.

N.B. THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACTS

FOR THE WINTER MEETING 1994 IS

8TH OCTOBER 1993

Dr. E.J. Cox. (Hon, Secretary), British Phycological Society,
Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum,
Cromwell Road, London, SW7 5BD, U.K.




E. J. COX. (Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum)

ion trac

Two copies of your abstract are required, one for the
abstract booklet, the other to go to the Editor of the
Newsletter (The Phycologist) for inclusion in the first
volume of the coming Yyear.

Please type the summary of your paper, incorporating the
major results and conclusions to fit a box, 17.5cm
(horizontal width) by 11.0cm (height), as shown here. Give
the AUTHOR IN CAPITALS, the name and location of the
institute at which the work was done in parenthesis. The
title should be underlined.

Please choose the type-face carefully, bearing in mind that
it will be reduced to about 70%, so that 2 abstracts
appear on each A5 page. It is also recommended that carbon
ribbon or a laser Jjet printer should be used if possible.
Faxed versions are not acceptable: they do not reproduce
well enough.

Please indicate PAPER or POSTER beside the box.
The box below is provided for your abstract.




The Irene Manton Prize for the best research student talk

Following the death of Professor Irene Manton
FRS, of the University of Leeds, on 13th May
1988 money became available from her Estate
to fund two annual prizes for young research
scientists. The first is for the best PhD thesis in
Botany and is administered by the Linnaean
Society of London, based on nominations
invited from Heads of Departments. The
second, awarded for the first time in 1993, is a
prize for the best paper delivered by a
postgraduate research student at the annual
winter meeting of the British Phycological
Society.

Council of the society have agreed that a prize
in the region of £150, together with a
Certificate, will be awarded annually for the best
paper delivered at the winter meeting by a
research student. The paper should be delivered
during the students PhD (or other degree)
period, or within one year of the degree being
awarded. The prize will be awarded on the

Election of Council for 1994

A list of the present members of Council can be
found inside the cover of any number of the
Journal for 1993. Three Officers of Council are
at the end of their 3 year term of office, two
wish to retire, one is prepared to remain for a
second term. Council nominations are as
follows:

Hon. Secretary: -- Dr. Eileen J.Cox
Proposed: Dr. M.J.Dring
Seconded: Dr. J.A. Brodie

Hon. Treasurer: -- Dr. Lynne A. Terry
Proposed: Dr. J. M.Lewis
Seconded: Dr. E.J.Cox

evening of the Conference dinner. The
following points should be borne in mind:

1) The secretary should be informed at the time
an abstract is submitted if the author wishes the
paper to be considered for the prize. At this
time the supervisor(s) should also provide a
letter stating that the work to be reported was
essentially carried out by the research student,
although one or more supervisors names may
appear on the list of authors of the paper.

2) Papers will be judged by a panel of 5 senior
members of the Society, and the programme
will be organised such that no two contenders
speak simultaneously.

Applications for consideration for the 1994
Winter Meeting should be made by October
8th 1993.

Membership Secretary: Mr Stephen M.J.
Droop

Proposed: Dr. D.G.Mann
Seconded: Dr. F.G Hardy

There will be 3 vacancies for ordinary members
of Council. Nominations from members are
now invited. They should reach the Hon.Sec.
by 8th October 1993 and be accompanied by
the name of one seconder and the written
consent of the nominee to act if elected.
Council does encourage members of the society
to nominate members of Council.

This _is _your opportunity to choose your

representatives.




Stop Press!!!!!!  AUCTION ACTION

Following the success of previous auctions, we Dr F.G.Hardy, 42 Harley Terrace, Gosforth,
will have another after the Society dinner at the Newcastle-upon Tyne, NE3 1UL, Tel: 091 222
Liverpool meeting. Anyone who can donate 6661, Fax: 091 222 7891.

items for sale is asked to notify IN ADVANCE,

ADDITIONAL ABSTRACTS OF
THE BRITISH
PHYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY
WINTER MEETING
SWANSEA
JANUARY 4-7 1993

R.L. Fletcher*, A T Critchley+, W F Farnham* Incubation involves the extrusion of gametes
and R N Pienaar+ (*Marine Laboratory, onto the surface of the receptacle and retention
University of Portsmouth; +Botany Department, of the eggs around the ostiole by gelatinous
University of the Witwatersrand) stalks which originate from the mesochite and

remain attached to the base of the conceptacle.
Incubation and early germling development : Gametes of both species are extruded
strategies for survival and success in the brown synchronously and en _masse. In S
algal genus Sargassum heterophyllum this occurs during periods of low

water; when turbulence is minimum. The level
of successful fertilization is high, enhanced by
these periods of reduced water movement in the
dense beds of Sargassum.  Syngamy and
retention of the multicellular zygote upon the
surface of the parent plant, during the initial
stages of polarity determination and
differentiation of the thaullus and rhizoids,
provides protection for the vulnerable early
stages. The germlings are released from the
surface of the receptacle by dissolution or
splitting of the gelatinous stalk, at a stage when
the juveniles are able to attach and differentiate
rapidly. Release in S. heterophyllum, and
perhaps S. muticum, occurs at the time of low

Incubation (i.e. retention of female gametes,
syngamy and their post-fertilization
development into germling stages on the parent
receptacle surface) is a phenomenon restricted
to a few members of the Phaeophyta. This
paper presents information to illustrate how this
process can be viewed as a successful survival
strategy for Sargassum muticum, an invasive
seaweed in European and North American
waters, and S. heterophyllum, a common
inhabitant on sub-tropical, wave-exposed, rocky
shores in Natal, South Africa.
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water and germlings rapidly sink and attach to
available substrata, thereby maximising their
successful establishment. Newly established
germlings are found to have heavy deposits of
physodes (containing phlorotannins) in their
outer cortex and meristoderm, thus providing

increased protection against grazers and UN
irradiation. Phototropic responses of the thallus
(+ve) and rhizoids (-ve) ensure optimum
orientation of the juvenile for rapid growth and
development in these pioneering species.

BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS

PROGRESS IN PHYCOLOGICAL RESEARCH. Volume 7,

D.J.Chapman (eds), Biopress Ltd. 330pp.

I suppose that the production of so many series
in the same vein as the one under review
indicates at the very least a desire to summarise
the primary literature that floods the open
market of scientific research. Again, I imagine,
it is common to feel that it is impossible to keep
up with one's own subject let alone other lines
of relevant research. A quick glance at my office
bookshelf reveals four such volumes from
varying disciplines produced for various
reasons. Yet, I've always had a problem with the
principle behind review volumes. I have often
wondered whether they really serve a useful
purpose. The temptation to read secondary
literature must be overpowering, given the
quantity of primary literature that is published.
In addition, scientific specialisation is now
leaning towards discipline based rather than
organism based research. Whether this is a good
or bad thing is a moot point. That fact alone, I
imagine, should present sufficient problems for
editors of an organism-based review volume.
The obvious question is: Which disciplines
should be covered? This presents editors with a
dilemma as they are ultimately responsible for
the choice. For an obvious example, consider
the impact of molecular biology on systematics.
One may believe that it has revolutionised such
studies. In one sense, it has, however, a glance
through any issue of a journal devoted to
systematics (as a discipline) will demonstrate
that molecular studies are becoming
complementary to rather than replacing
previous endeavours. A review that simply
extols virtues would obscure this point. A
review volume should alert the community to
areas of study that appear in the pages of
journals one may not normally read but most
probably will have an impact given appropriate

11

1990, F.E.Round and

publicity. So, does this volume meet those
requirements? After reading this volume my
fears dissolved. Indeed, at least for volume 7,
Progress in Phycological Research is just the
kind of volume I look for. This particular issue
has especial significance for me (which I'll come
to later). Leaving that aside, the volume
managed to enlighten, anger and (once, but I'l
not say why) made me laugh. There are 4
papers: Pickett-Heaps, Schmid and Edgar on
diatom valve formation, Dromgoole on gas-
filled structures in marine algae; Leitch, John
and Moore on the oosporangium of the
Characeae and Richmond on large scale
microalgal culturing. The bulk of the volume is
devoted to a 168 page review of studies on the
morphogenesis of diatom valves. The review is
masterly in that it draws together just about
every worthwhile observation on the subject (18
pages of references, 335 citations!). The paper
is lavishly illustrated and the text is
straightforward and easily to read. For my own
part, not enough is said of the significance of
these studies for the diatom classification. It
may be of significance that much of the impetus
for the study of diatom morphogenesis (I prefer
the word ontogeny, but I'll let that pass) was
undertaken by those whose primary research
direction was systematics (or evolution):
Mereschkowsky, Geitler, and, from a more
recent generation, Dick Crawford and David
Mann. It may be worth pondering why diatom
systematics moved into a strong phase of "much
ado about silicia", as David Mann once put it.
Perhaps SEM technology is to blame - but then
TEM technology has had a big impact in other
algal groups. Perhaps it was because it appears
easier to get results from the SEM - but then if
that were so we should have a fairly complete




understanding of the broad variation in diatom
valve morphology - which we do not. I
suppose, if pushed, I might suggest that it is the
desire to identify organisms quickly rather than
understand their relationships. This necessarily
impinges on how one views systematics, a
subject I won't dwell on here. Having said that,
Progress in Phycological Research has, in this
paper at least, presented us with a challenge that
may alert diatomists to the central unanswered
questions: How can we discover the
interrelationships among the diatoms? If
diatomists ignore the central message of this
paper - one of understanding - then maybe we
will commit ourselves to more flailing at
windmills. This chapter manages to encompass
the 100 odd years of research and imply
applications in other directions. This is what
review volumes should do and I applaud as
loudly as possible the efforts of the authors and
the editors in presenting such a challenging and
inspiring paper. It is worth noting, as an aside,
that the Annual Review of Ecology and
Systematics (a similar style review volume) has
become a highly influential product among
systematists. If the Progress series continues in

also meet this need in varying degrees). I
suppose that, in this day and age, one is
inevitably drawn to the price of the volume to
hand if required to recommend it to colleagues.
I have no strong feelings on this subject (except
a personal one: I spend too much money on
books!!) and I am aware that others have made
comments in this direction. All I will say on the
matter is, all things being equal, we should
strive to avoid becoming what Oscar Wilde
described as a cynic: one who is aware only of
the price and not the value. In this volume, the
value is evident and abundant - it's up to you
whether the price is appropriate. I'd suggest, at
the very least, glance through this volume (and
some of the others in the series while you're at
it), consider the shelf life of the contents and
consider the shelf life of some of your journals.
I think you'll find, in this case, this volume is
worth it. As for diatomist's, they should
certainly own this volume, absorb the details in
the first chapter and reflect on the future of their
subject that the contents reveal.

the style of volume 7, then lets hope that it also David Williams
achieves this status (in fact the earlier volumes
MEETING REVIEWS

The Biology of the Prymnesiophyta 29th March - 1st April 1993

A well attended and excellently organised
meeting was recently held at the University of
Plymouth from 29th March - 1st April 1993.
The subject of the meeting was the "Biology of
the Prymnesiophyta".

This meeting brought together eighty research
workers from fifteen countries around the world
who are working on this fascinating and ever
increasingly important group of algae.

The first day was devoted to an historical
perspective of the group with papers on cell
coverings, calcification, photosynthetic
pigments, flagella apparatus, the haptonema and
cell division.
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The second day dealt with aspects of the
biology of two increasingly important genera
viz. Emiliania and Phaeocystis with interesting
results being presented on the molecular aspects
of these two genera. A review of the current
state of our knowledge on the life cycle of
prymnesiophytes and interesting topics such as
mixotropic feeding and the cellular organisation
of the feeding process in Chrysochromulina
were particular well received.

The final day dealt primarily with the
occurrence and importance of toxicity within
the group and the origins of the
Prymnesiophyta. Another major contribution




on the final day was the wealth of papers
presented on the role of Emiliania huxleyi (or
E. hux as it affectionately became known) in
biosphere-geosphere interactions. It was
interesting to see how this species have
provided the incentive and motivation for
research workers from countries to undertake
collaborative work in an attempt to understand
the role that E. huxleyi plays in the marine
environment.

One of the most rewarding features of a
specialist symposium is the opportunity of
people who are truly interested in a single group
of algae to exchange ideas and interact at all
levels, both scientifically and socially. Each day
workers could be seen huddled in groups
exchanging ideas and seeking advice.

The organisers John Green and Barry
Leadbecter are to be congratulated on an
excellent meeting. However, a special word of
thanks needs to be directed to Jane Green,
Rebecca Green and all the other helpers from
the Marine Laboratory who managed the
information desk. Their friendliness and co-
operation in helping delegates with queries,

transport arrangements etc. was much
appreciated. We were all particularly grateful
for the way they handled delegates, transport
problems due to the strike of British Rail. The
accommodation, food and especially the
Symposium Dinner were excellent.

The one regret - that I had was that no wheels
were set in motion to plant the seed for a follow
up symposium on the Prymnesiophyta which
would be most welcome, and I believe desirable
within the next three years. How about "The
Biology of the Prymnesiophyta IT Symposium"?

All the delegates agreed that the meeting
provided an excellent opportunity for workers
to exchange ideas and embark on collaborative
programmes.

We all returned to our respective laboratories
fired up with enthusiasm and convinced that our
research involvement in the Prymnesiophyta
should be continued and expanded.

We now eagerly await the publication of the
book in which the major review papers will be
published.

N.B. THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACTS

FOR THE WINTER MEETING 1994 IS

8TH OCTOBER 1993

Dr. E.J. Cox. (Hon, Secretary), British Phycological Society,
Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum,
Cromwell Road, London, SW7 5BD, U.K.
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

BRITISH PHYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD MEETING

PHYCOLOGICAL FIELD COURSE

Friday-Monday 17th-20th September 1993
Isle of Wight

Course director: Dr Bill Farnham

This field course is intended for professionals, students and
amateurs who need or wish to acquire a knowledge of the seaweed
flora of British shores.

For further details please contact:
Dr Juliet Brodie,
Bath College of Higher Education,

Newton Park, Newton St. Loe,
Bath BA2 9BN.
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III1 Congreso Latinoamericano de Ficologia
I congreso mexicano de ficologia
l1a. Renunion Iberoamericana de Ficologia

Palacio de Mineria, Cuidad de Mexico, 17-23 de Octubre de 1993

details from: M.en C. Eberto Novelo

Coordinator General

Lab. de Ficologia

A P. 70-620, Coyoacan

D.F. 04510, Mexico.

Fax: (525) 5488186. BITNET: TAVERA@UNAMVMI

Ist International Symposium on detection methods for
cyanobacterial toxins.

27-29th September 1993, University of Bath, UK.

Details from:

Dr. S.A Clark,

PHLS CAMR

Porton Down,

Sailsbury

Wiltshire SP4 0JG

Tel: 0980 (Int.+44 980) 610391 Fax: 0980 (Int.+44 980) 611096)
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The Natural History Museum, London; University of Oxford, Department of Plant Sciences, Oxford;

The Systematics Association

Models in Phylogeny reconstruction

An International Symposium to be held at the Natural History
Museum, London during August, 1993

Organisers: Robert W. Scotland, University of
Oxford; David M. Williams, Darrell J. Siebert,
The Natural History Museum, London

In 1982 the Systematics Association published
the proceedings of an international meeting on
the topic of methods and problems in
phylogenetic reconstruction. since that meeting
cladistic methodology has become almost
universally accepted as the method of choice for
reconstructing the interrelationships between
taxa. However, the assumptions underlying the
method are still in dispute. Sets of assumptions
(models) for phylogenetic inference have been
developed by molecular systematists (at the
level of the gene), by developmental biologists

(at the level of ontogenetic transformations) and
by evolutionary biologists (at the level of taxa).
This meeting will explore various models, and
their relevance, to the construction of
cladograms and what valid biological and
evolutionary inferences can be made from
cladograms.

The symposium should be of interest to all those
involved in systematics and evolutionary
biology.

If you wish to receive further information and
registration details please contact:

David M. Williams,

Department of Botany,

The Natural History Museum,

Cromwell Road, London SW7 5SBD, U.K.

British Phytoplankton Discussion Group Meeting

Southampton 19-21 April 1994

The tradition of these meetings has in recent
years lost some momentum we intend to
convene the next meeting in Southampton
between 19 and 21 April 1994,

In the past three meetings have been focused on
one or two topics of interest to both the marine
and freshwater  phytoplankton research
communities which after a brief introduction
have allowed free wheeling discussion. The
meetings have been a particularly useful forum
for research students and young researchers to
present their work as posters and invite
comment and discussion from more established
phytoplankton workers.
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The suggested theme for the meeting next April
is:

"New technologies and techniques for studying
phytoplankton"

I would welcome comments or other

suggestions.

It is also intended to run some practical
workshops related to the above topic.

If you are interested in receiving further details
of this meeting in due course please write to

Dr Duncan A. Purdie,
Department of Oceanography,
The University, Highfield,
Southampton SO9 SNH. UK.




