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Artwork kindly donated by local artist Debby Mason 

For more information and to view more work from Debby, please visit her exhibition 

stand during the conference and her website: www.debbymason.com 
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WELCOME TO BPS 2020 

Welcome to the British Phycological Society 2020 Winter Meeting (#bps2020 on Twitter), and 
to Plymouth which is celebrating the 400th anniversary of the journey of the Mayflower to 
ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ   
 
The Scientific Organising Committee: (Clare Widdicombe, Mike Allen, Mahasweta Saha from 
Plymouth Marine Laboratory, Clare Ostle, Colin Brownlee Dan Smale, Gerald Boalch from the 
Marine Biological Association, plus Lina Rasmusson and I from the University of Plymouth) is 
very impressed by the diversity of phycology that will be presented as well as the quality of 
abstracts submitted for the Irene Manton Prize for the best oral paper by a postgraduate 
student, and the British Phycological Society Student Poster Prize, for the best poster by a 
postgraduate or undergraduate student.  Students are invited to attend these talks free of 
charge. 
 
Volunteer helpers will be around to assist and will make themselves conspicuous.  Many 
thanks to our sponsors The British Phycological Society, The Company of Biologists and The 
Marine Biological Station, Varicon aqua, AlgaeCytes, Taylor & Francis publishers, the 
University of Plymouth Marine Institute, Plymouth Marine Laboratory and Isle of Harris 
Distillers Ltd. This support has enabled us to invite speakers from all over the world to share 
insights into pure and applied aquatic plant and algal biology. 
 
Please come along to The British Phycological Annual General Meeting which will be at 17:00 
on Tuesday 7 January and is open to all members of the Society, and spread the word about 
the Public Lecture at 16.00 on Wednesday 8 January. 
 
Prof Jason Hall-Spencer (President Elect, British Phycological Society) 
 
 

 



5 
 

STUDENT ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

Our friendly and hardworking student volunteers are helping out before and during the 

whole meeting!                   

Alissa Bass (MBA and UoP) 

 

Clare Marshall (MBA) 

Chair of the committee 

 

Barry Pettifor (UoP) 

 

Emilie Courtecuisse (PML)               

 

Cat Wilding (MBA) 

Guillaume Signoret (MBA) 

Nora Salland (MBA) 

Luka Wright (UoP) 

Harry Catherall (MBA) 

Patrick Downes (PML) 
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

 
Programme 
Some printed conference handbooks and programmes will be available at the conference 
desk. 
 

Conference Venues 
The BPS 2020 Conference will start at the Marine Biological Association on the 6th January 
and then move to the Roland Levinsky Building at the University of Plymouth on the 7th 
January.  There is an optional boat trip and/or University Marine Station visit in the 
afternoon on the 9th January. 
 

Registration 
Delegates who wish to register on Monday 6th January can do so at the Marine Biological 
Association from 15:30.   
Located on the Ground Floor of the Roland Levinsky Building, the Registration and 
Information Desk will be open throughout the conference from 08:30 ς 17:30 daily. 
Members of the University of Plymouth Events Team will be on hand to assist with 
information about the conference and general information about Plymouth throughout the 
event. 
 
Student helpers will be available to help with directions, programme and poster questions, 
audio-visual, computer and room issues.  
 

Campus Wi-Fi 
SŜƭŜŎǘ άGuest Wifi UoPέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ²ƛ-Fi enabled laptop, tablet or phone to enable you to 
access whilst on main campus. Some delegates may be able to access the internet via their 
Eduroam account 
 

Scientific Session Protocol 
It is generally accepted to photograph aspects of presentations for own personal use 
(similar to taking notes). However, please check with the authors if you are 
planning to share content via social media or in any other way, and watch out 
for no twitter signs on slides. This applies especially where authors are 
presenting unpublished data. Please also ask authors if you wish to audio or 
video record any of the information presented during oral sessions or on 
posters. 
 

Having said this, we are very keen to have a conversation on social media 
using #bps2020. Please share your own thoughts, observations and 
comments there with the BPS community, and post snapshots of the 
conference as long as the authors agree to it.   
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Oral Presentations and IT requirements 
Due to the high number of submissions we have had to (unfortunately) limit speakers to 
strict time slots. Timings will be controlled by the session chairs.  
 
All University of Plymouth classrooms and lecture theatres are equipped with Windows 7, 
running office 2010 including PowerPoint, data projectors with a VGA connection, power 
point clickers and full internet access, the lecture theatres are also equipped with lectern 
and roving/lapel microphones. If you wish to use your own laptop or MAC please ensure you 
have agreed this with the organising committee prior to the conference, as some devices 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ a!/Ωǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΦ 
 
Please report to the Registration and Information desk with your presentation on a USB 
memory stick as soon as possible where a member of staff will take a copy of your 
presentation and pre-load this onto the computer in your presentation room ahead of your 
session. 
 

Poster Presentations 
On arrival please bring your poster to the Registration and Information desk, where you will 
be provided with poster board fixings to mount your posters on their designated numbered 
board, which will be displayed throughout the conference on the ground floor of the Roland 
Levinsky Building.  
 
A poster session will be held with refreshments provided on Tuesday 7th January between 
18:00 ς 19:30. 
 
All poster boards can mount A1 landscape and A0 portrait poster only. 
 

Refreshments 
To enhance networking opportunities, drinks, snacks and buffet lunches will be provided on 
the ground floor of the Roland Levinsky Building on each day of the conference. Seating is 
available in the café area located on the first floor of the building. Additional café facilities 
are available on campus. 
 

Access 
There are toilets and disabled toilets located on each floor of the building.  Lifts and 
staircases are available to all floors and Roland Levinsky Building Lecture Theatres all have 
wheelchair access. 
 
Fire exits are through the main entrances/exits to the building.  There are also a number of 
emergency exits on the ground floor, please follow the green and white signs to the nearest 
exit in the event of a fire alarm sounding. 
 
The fire rendezvous points for the Roland Levinsky Building are as follows: for the WEST side 
of the building ς congregate at Smeaton Building east end (facing Scott Building).  For the 
EAST side of the building ς congregate at LINK South West End.  People with disabilities 
should, if possible, exit to the North side of the building in order to avoid the steps. 
 
Smoking is prohibited in all common use areas such as classrooms, laboratories, offices and 
lecture theatres.  Smoking areas are located outside all buildings.  It is prohibited to smoke 
within 5 metres of a building. 
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All security personnel are trained first aiders; please contact the registration/information 
desk in the first instance if you require assistance. 
 

Health and Safety Information 
If you have an emergency and need to contact someone during the conference, here are 
some useful numbers: 
University of Plymouth Main Reception:  01752 588444 
First Aid & Lost property (Security):   01752 588400 
On-site Pharmacy (Boots):    01752 224503 
 

Photography 
There may be instances throughout the conference when the University of Plymouth official 
photographers or BPS amateur photographers will be taking pictures for PR and marketing 
purposes.  In some instances you may have been asked in advance for your permission, and 
in others you may be asked on the day. If you do not wish to appear in any photographs 
please make this known to the photographer or the conference organisers. 
 

Cash Machine 
There is a free to use ATM situated just outside the Roland Levinsky Building, which is 
available 24 hours a day.  In addition there is a Santander Branch in the Smeaton Building.  
 

Car Parking 
At the University of Plymouth, we are serious about sustainability.  In line with our green 
travel plan, we encourage people to find alternatives to using cars (unless it is essential due 
to mobility issues). Parking on campus is highly restricted. 
 
If you are a blue badge holder we will endeavour to offer parking at all times, please let the 
Registration and Information Desk know on arrival. 
 
There are plenty of car parks in the city centre within walking distance of the University. A 
full list and maps are available from the Plymouth City Council website. The nearest are 
Plymouth Train Station, Mayflower House Court, Mayflower Street East and Regent Street.  
Your hotel may offer parking at a reduced rate, please ask your individual accommodation 
provider for further information. 
 

Local Transport 
Plymouth is a compact city and therefore easy to walk to various destinations during your 
stay. Hackney Carriage Taxis are available at the Train Station and around the City Centre 
and local buses are frequent. Please ask at the Registration and Information Desk if you 
require further information about buses, taxis or the Plymouth Park & Ride service. 
 
Need-A-Cab  44 (0)1752 666222 
Towercabs  44 (0) 1752 252525 
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UNIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH CAMPUS 
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PLYMOUTH WALKING DISTANCE 

  


